February 25, 2009

MONETARY POLICY/STATE OF THE
ECONOMY

Committee on Financial Services: Held a hearing on

monetary policy and the state of the economy. Testi-

mony was heard from Ben S. Bernanke, Chairman,

Board of Governors, Federal Reserve System
Hearings continue tomorrow.

U.S.-RUSSIA RELATIONSHIP

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Held a hearing on From
Competition to Collaboration: Strengthening the
U.S.-Russia Relationship. Testimony was heard from
public witnesses.

HOMELAND SECURITY DEPARTMENT
OUTLOOK

Committee on Homeland Security: Held a hearing enti-
tled “DHS: The Path Forward.” Testimony was
heard from Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland
Security.

COMMITTEE FUNDING

Committee on House Administration: Concluded hear-
ings on Committee Funding for the 111th Congress.
Testimony was heard from the following Commit-
tees: Chairman Henry A. Waxman and Ranking
Member Joe Barton of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce; Chairman Charles B. Rangel and
Ranking Member Dave Camp of the Committee on
Ways and Means; and Chairwoman Louise Mclntosh
Slaughter and Ranking Member David Dreier of the
Committee on Rules.

D.C. VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 2009;
COPYRIGHT LICENSING IN A DIGITAL AGE

Committee on the Judiciary: Ordered reported, as
amended, H.R. 157, District of Columbia Voting
Rights Act of 2009.

The Committee also held a hearing on Copyright
Licensing in a Digital Age: Competition, Compensa-
tion and the Need to Update the Cable and Satellite
TV Licenses. Testimony was heard from Marybeth
Peters, Register of Copyrights, U.S. Copyright Of-
fice, Library of Congress; and public witnesses.

OFFSHORE DRILLING

Committee on Natural Resounrces: Concluded oversight
hearings entitled “Offshore Drilling: Industrial Per-
spectives.” Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses.

CORAL REEF CONSERVATION; MARIANA
ISLANDS SUBMERGED LANDS

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on In-
sular Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife held a hearing on
the following bills: H.R. 860, Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Act Reauthorization and Enhancement Amend-
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ments of 2009; and H.R. 934, To convey certain
submerged lands to the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands in order to give that terri-
tory the same benefits in its submerged lands as
Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American Samoa in
their submerged lands. Testimony was heard from
Kacky Andrews, Director, Coral Reef Conservation
Program, National Ocean Service, NOAA, Depart-
ment of Commerce; Nikolao Pula, Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Office of Insular Affairs, Depart-
ment of the Interior; Felix P. Camacho, Governor,
Guam; Togiola T. A. Tulafono, Governor, American
Samoa; Benigno R. Fitial, Governor, Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands; and public wit-
nesses.

HELPING FAMILIES SAVE THEIR HOMES
ACT OF 2009

Committee on Rules: Granted, by a non-record vote, a
rule providing for consideration of H.R. 1106, the
Helping Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009.
The rule provides one hour of general debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices and the chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary.

The rule waives all points of order against consid-
eration of the bill except those arising under clause
9 of rule XXI and provides that the bill shall be
considered as read. The rule waives all points of
order against provisions in the bill.

The rule makes in order only those amendments
printed in the report of the Committee on Rules.
Each amendment may be offered only in the order
printed, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated, shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, and shall
not be subject to amendment or demand for division
of the question. The rule waives all points of order
against such amendments except those arising under
clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. The rule provides one
motion to recommit with or without instructions.
Testimony was heard from Chairman Frank, Chair-
man Conyers and Representatives Cummings, Miller
(NC), Sestak, Titus, Neugebauer and King (IA).

U.S. EXPORT CONTROL POLICIES IMPACT
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Committee on Science and Technology: Held a hearing on
Impacts of U.S. Export Control Policies on Science
and Technology and Competitiveness. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

SMALL BUSINESS RETIREMENT PLANS

Committee on Small Business: Held a hearing entitled
“Drop in Retirement Savings: The Challenges Small



